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The Trans Pacific Partnership Treaty – a Problem for Ethical Culture  
Vincent Brancato, Trustee, New York Society for Ethical Culture, Trustee and Co-Chair of 

Environmental Stewardship Committee 
 

The Trans Pacific Partnership (TPP) Treaty being considered by Congress is a challenge for Ethical Culture and for 

our world. The United States is leading the campaign for this treaty; the eleven countries that initially supported the 

treaty would not have moved forward without the U. S. taking the lead and the other nations participate only if the 

U. S. ratifies it and gives those countries access to US markets. Unfortunately it is a treaty that would have 

disastrous impact in a number of areas. 

 

Food Safety and Consumer Rights.   The treaty places limits on the control of food imports from member nations 

to what is “reasonable & necessary.”  “Reasonable,” however, is not defined, and inspection by the United States or 

any treaty signer is subject to challenge outside domestic courts under the TPP’s Investor State Dispute Settlement 

(ISDS) provisions.  Pharmaceutical provisions of the treaty would enable countries to appeal drugs stipulated in 

Medicare and to challenge the eventual possible rights of Medicare to negotiate drug prices.  This could extend 

patents and increase monopoly control of drugs by pharmaceutical firms. 

  

The Environment.  The treaty makes it hard to achieve global environmental goals and it allows member nations 

to increase the use of fossil fuels. (Climate Change is not even mentioned in the treaty.) The Department of Energy 

(DOE) would be required to automatically approve all exports of liquefied natural gas (LNG) from America to TPP 
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member nations. Increased demand would encourage fracking, fossil fuel infrastructure, and global dependence on 

fossil fuels.  

  

The treaty allows for illegal trade in timber and plants.  Sale of such items to participant countries is currently 

protected; the TPP only asks that countries “combat” such illegal practices. Limits set by Regional Fisheries 

Management Organizations (RFMOs) are not obligatory.  Countries are merely called on to “endeavor not to 

undermine” these efforts.  Despite an aspiration to “promote the long-term conservation of sharks…and marine 

mammals…” shark finning and commercial whaling are not banned. 

  

Fair Labor Standards  
Fair labor practices would face many hurdles and challenges, often by simple omission.  The TPP stipulates only 

that generally working conditions be “acceptable.”  Workers have no guaranteed right to organize or collectively 

bargain.  While the TPP “discourages” forced labor, it still permits it!  It allows for the sale of goods made with 

forced labor to the eleven member nations. These inhumane practices could spread, however, under “docking” 

provisions allowing other nations to join the TPP later.   

  

The Rules of Domestic Origin are diluted. For example, under NAFTA, automobiles certified as being “Made in 

USA” are required to be made with 62.5% domestic content, whereas under the TPP, cars labeled "Made in USA" 

would be required to have only 45% domestic content when TPP components or labor are used.  Coupled with 

currency fluctuations and manipulations, this percentage could fall to far less than that in real terms.  “Buy 

American Rules” can be ignored for many products, including some Defense Department procurement. 

  

U. S. tariffs on goods coming from participating TPP countries drop to “zero” but some TPP countries, including 

Vietnam, will maintain their tariffs against U. S. products for an additional period. This is hardly the level playing 

field Congress has tried to promote. 

  

Conclusion 
Because the TPP must now be considered under the recently passed “Fast Track legislation,” our Congressional 

Representatives and Senators are permitted only a Yes or No vote on it, with no ability to amend a word of it. 

Further, the vote under Fast Tack requires only a simple majority instead of the 2/3 majority under normal 

constitutional trade vote procedure. 

  

There are other factors that make the TPP an unacceptable blueprint for moving us into the 21
st
 Century.  

Intellectual property provisions, ISDS (investor-state dispute settlement systems), put treaty disputes in the hands of 

international tribunals comprised of three private sector lawyers with ongoing ties to the corporations that helped 

write the TPP, thus potentially overriding our domestic court system. These courts allow no appeal. Corporations 

may bring suit in these courts, but governments may not. 

  

It seems an ethical, practical and patriotic imperative to contact your representatives and find ways to persuade 

them to oppose this treaty.  Ask your neighbors, friends and relatives to do so as well.  Our time is limited – this 

could come before Congress by early February.  

  

NOTE: Public Citizen has a free 23-page “Initial Analyses”which you can download from their 

website (citizen.org) or directly on the Internet using http://www.citizen.org/documents/analysis-tpp-text-

november-2015.pdf  
 

 

Better Tomorrow Charity Week   

Anya Overmann, Member, International Humanist and Ethical Youth Organization  
 

The International Humanist and Ethical Youth Organization (IHEYO) held the first international Humanist Charity 

Week event from November 9-15, 2015. It aimed to contribute to communities everywhere through the practice of 

humanism. Every community faces unique challenges, but IHEYO is united in the same motivation: a better 

tomorrow for all. By promoting charity projects of young humanists hoping to improve communities all over the 

world, IHEYO hoped to dispel the common misconception that the nonreligious are uncharitable. 

http://citizen.org/
http://www.citizen.org/documents/analysis-tpp-text-november-2015.pdf
http://www.citizen.org/documents/analysis-tpp-text-november-2015.pdf
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As Nicola Young Jackson, IHEYO President, explained,  “Better Tomorrow is a global event that seeks to combat 

the notion that charity is solely a religious concept. We humanists do not believe in the afterlife and are therefore 

driven to make the one life with have as good as possible for all. We called the week Better Tomorrow, because we 

are asking our members to run events in the community that will create a better tomorrow for all. I will be 

attempting to hike to the top of each of the largest peaks in each country of Great Britain in a 24 hours to raise 

money for a community centre in one of the most disadvantaged area in the UK.”  

  

Under Nicola’s encouragement, IHEYO’s membership across 4 continents were involved in Charity Week. 

Members in the Philippines, the Humanist Alliance Philippines International (HAPI), held a variety of events 

including giving food to the needy. In Uganda the Humanist Association for Leadership, Equality and 

Accountability (HALEA) have been working in slum areas trying to improve the lives of people that live there. In 

Great Britain the National Student Organization National Federation of Atheist, Humanist and Secular Student 

Societies have chosen to raise money for Give Directly, and the Future of Ethical Societies (FES) in the U. S. have 

been attending protests and supporting the Black Lives Matter movement in order to promote change from systemic 

racism.  In conjunction with these events, IHEYO featured stories from over 40 charity week projects across the 

globe on social media.  

  

The IHEYO is the youth section of the International Humanist and Ethical Union (IHEU), and a non-profit umbrella 

with dozens of member organizations. It connects humanist organizations with young members (ages 18-35) around 

the world. For more information please visit www.iheyo.org. 

 

 

Some Words in the Wake of Madness   

Hugh Taft-Morales, Ethical Culture Leader in Philadelphia and Baltimore 
  

In an attempt to make some sense out of the attacks on Paris, I sent the letter below to members of the Baltimore 

Ethical Society and the Ethical Humanist Society of Philadelphia.  I was reminded once again, however, of my 

limited perspective.  As pointed out in a November 15 New York Times article 

(http://www.nytimes.com/2015/11/16/world/middleeast/beirut-lebanon-attacks-paris.html?_r=0) this kind of 

violence is often ignored when it occurs outside of the United States or Western Europe. We reel from reports that 

hit home – that strike at people most like us.  When will we – when will I – learn to see with a wider lens? 

 

Dear Ethical Society Members, 

 

Our hearts go out to all the victims and their families who died in the recent attacks in France.  Members of Ethical 

Societies may feel that our particular commitment to honor the inherent worth of others is being challenged.  Maybe 

we think, “How could people do such things?”  Maybe we are sad, angry, afraid, or confused.  Maybe we are 

feeling all these emotions and more.   I know I am. 

  

This most recent horror brings dark prospects of greater violence and never-ending retaliation and revenge. It brings 

to mind Gandhi’s words, “Eye for an eye makes the whole world blind.” 

  

In a world so full of suffering we need more than ever to redouble our commitment to building a culture of peace.  

The world needs Ethical Culture.  In trying to bring out the best in each other and in our selves – whether in global 

politics, in our communities, in our families, and in our hearts and minds – we are not naïve. We know that good 

intentions do not always bring us where we want to be.  

 

But we also know that our chances of success are greater if we are inspired by noble ideals, tempered by our 

humility, and disciplined enough to nurture ethical relationships in our personal, economic, and political life. I urge 

you to watch less of the never-ending media coverage of the attacks, and spend more time being kind to someone 

else.  Continue to engage the big issues, vote, and speak out, but take time for the random acts of loving kindness. 

  

Thank you, Hugh 
 

http://www.iheyo.org/
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/11/16/world/middleeast/beirut-lebanon-attacks-paris.html?_r=0
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Ethical Action Spotlight 
 

With many thanks to Vincent Brancato and Anya Overmann for contributing text and ideas to this month’s EAR, 

and to Amanda Poppei for her editorial assistance.  Let’s continue the dialogue in our national Movement – submit 

comments, articles and suggestions for future EAR editions!  
 

Hugh Taft-Morales, Leader, Ethical Humanist Society of Philadelphia and Baltimore Ethical Society. 
 
The Ethical Action Report 2.0 
 

As Ethical Societies around the country have begun their 2015-2016 program season, the EAR is evolving to try 

to be more useful to you and to generate more constructive, engaged dialogue about “deed before creed” throughout 

the Movement.  We hope this format offers stimulating ideas and practical hints that make ethical action more 

effective and rewarding at your societies and in your lives. 

 

EAR 2.0 hopes to offer: 
  

-   More in-depth analysis of particular social justice issues. 
 

-   Stories of Ethical Action projects that worked well at one of our Societies and  
might enliven your home Society. 

 

-   Discussion of ways to frame Ethical Culture’s commitment to Ethical Action. 
 

-   Excerpts from recent Ethical Culture platform addresses or statements from  
around the Movement about civic, social, or ethical issues. 

 

Join the fun! 

Offer your thoughts and news items – 
 

For the ‘Ethical Action Feature’ in the Winter edition of “Dialogue,”  

And for the Februrary edition of the “Ethical Action Report.” 

 

-Write about an issue connected to your professional life or private interest.  
  

- Share news about an interesting Ethical Action project at your Society.   
    

- Write a “letter to the EAR editor” addressing any articles in this or future issues. 
 

- Do a historical reflection on an Ethical Action moment from Ethical Culture’s history. 
 

Submit your essay early and the editorial volunteers can help polish your offering.   
 

Feel free to float your idea or a draft by me at HughTM@gmail.com by the 15
th
 of the month. All final copy has  

to be sent to me no later than the 25
th
 of December for the Dialogue’s ‘Ethical Action Feature,’ and the 25

th
 of 

January for the Ethical Action Report. 
 

Sincerely,  

Hugh Taft-Morales, Ethical Culture Leader, and Editor, Ethical Action Report and Ethical Action Feature  
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