ETHICALCULTURE SOCIETY

It Was First E:tablished in T his City
in the Year 1876.

PROSPEROUS BRANCHES - IN- EUROPE

Some of Its Many Charities — Its
Lecturers in This Country and
- Abroad—Prof. Adler and
His Work.

The movement of ethical culture, now so
prominent in all sections of the TUnited
States and portions of Europe, had its oﬁ-
gin in this city, where the first Ethical
Soclety was founded in 1876. 'The attitude

0of the Ne{?v-York society has been from
the first neither irreligious nor anti-relig-
fous. In the opening address, which Prof.
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Felix Adler delivered onvMasr:_'-.'ls, 1876, the’

watchword which he suggested for the new
movement was: ‘‘ Diversity--in the creed,
unanimity in the deed.” He also empha-
sized in those remarks that belief in any of
the received doctrines of religion should not
hinder any one from joining the new organ-
ization. Neither should a negative atti-
tude toward the current religlous teachings
be a hindrance. _

Thos2 who aspire to become good men
should be welcomed to the new fellowship,
no matter what their opinions might be on
guestions of theology or philosophy, Prof.
Adler stated at that time. All that was ex-
pected was a sincere interest in the moral
improvement of the individaal and of soci-
ety, and a willingness to waive points of
difference and to come into fundamental
agreement with others animated by the
same desire. _

These views had been known by a num-
ber of Prof. Adler’'s friends for some years
prior to the organization of the society.
Prof. Adler was at that time Professor of
Oriental Literature at the Cornell Uni-
versity, and when a number of friends of
the cause of ethical culture were prepared
to form a society he resigned from the Fac-
ulty of the university and entered the fleld
in which he had long been desirous to labor.
It was a labor of love for him from the be-
ginning, and still is such.,

At first the new society was the target
for much hostile criticism and even Dbit-
ter persecution. Like all new movements,
it required time to be correctly appreciated,
and in the beginning it was misinterpreted.
The fact that the Ethical Society did not
affirm any religious belief was regarded as
positive proof that its members and its
leaders were at heart hostile to religion.
But this was a mistake, and as time went
on it was percelved to be such. The preju-
dice which the society at first excited has
abated from year to year. Some of those
who were its most proenounced antagonists
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have become Its well-wishers and support-
ers:. The change of attitude.against the so-
cilety is shown by the fact that the Legis-
lature of the State of New-York has con-

ferred upon Prof. Adler legal authority to

perform the marriage ceremony.

Prof. Adler has also frequently been asked
to speak in Christian churches, and the
press of the city has given him the friendli-
est support in his public undertakings. Be-
sides, there is a constantly-increasing de-

‘mand for the establishment - of ethical

‘societies in 2ll the larger citles of the

United States. The tendency in this regard

- has been to hold its growth so as to avoid

anything but a wholesome development. The
design is to perfect the organization inward-
ly and to discourage rather than encourage
rapid extension.

It is claimed by those at the head of the
organization that the society has lived down
to a very large extent the hostile feeling
which it created when it first came into ex-
istence, nothing having aided in this so
‘much as its works in the different fields.
The various branches encompass the fol-

i

lowing: The ethical platform; the edu-
cational branches; the charities; the wo-
men’s conferences; the section for the study
of child nature, and the ethical classes.
The first of these was the ethical platform.
The public meetings of the society take place

Sundays at the Carnegie Music Hall, where
the attendance taxes usualily the full capac-
ity of the large auditorium. Not infre-
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quently hundreds are unable to gain ad-
mission to these meetings. The subjects
discussed here range over the entire fleld of
practical ethics. THhe labor question re-
ceives much attenticn, and at the time
when advanced utterances on this subject
were few it took the lead In enforcing on
public attention the duties which soclety
owes to the working class. In this agita-
tion the elevation of the laborers has never
been treated as it it were the sole or spe-
cial interest of afparticula.r class, but rather
from the point of view of the general inter-
est, and stress has been laid upon the ldea
that the rich need to be saved quite as
much as the poor.

The subject of the conjugal relations has
been frequently treated, especially In view
of the increase of divorce in the TUnited
States and all other civilized countries. The
best methods of child education have been
discussed, as well as methods of moral self-
education for adults. The duties of the citl-
zen to the State are frequently analyzed,

and ap attempt has been made to give to.

the idea of the State a sanctity and grand-
eur which it often lacks in democratic com-
munities.

To stimulate and inspire by nthle exam-
ples has been deemed another function of
the ethical platform, and to this end the
biographies of great teachers and leaders
of mankind have been set before the au-
diences. Another class of subjects treated
is drawn from religious history. Although
the society does not commit itself for or
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against any religious system, it conceives
it to be its duty to examine the religious
teachings both of the past and of the pres-
ent, with the view of ascertalning their pure-
ly ethical wvalue. The great ethical ideas
that are wrapped up in religious. symbols
are duly appreciated, and a spirit of re-
spect and reverence for the religious past
i1s cultivated. Raw radicalism is absolute-
ly eschewed.

The ethical platform has endeavored to
correct one-sided views, and while generat-
ing a spirit favorable to progress aimed to
combine with it a2 sense of gratitude toward
its- predecessors on the path of moral en-
deavor. Lectures have been delivered from
this point of view on ‘ The Hebrew Proph-
ets,”” on ‘‘ Jesus,”” on *‘ Paul,”” on ‘' Luther,”
on * Calvin,” &c. The lecturers have like-
wise been instrumental in the cause of pub-
lic reform. The appolntment, for instance,
by the Legislature of the first Tenement-
House Commission was a direct result of
these lectures.

In a few years after the first society—the
New-York society—had been successfully
launched the movement began to spread to
other cities. The first to follow in the foot-
steps of this city was Chicago, where a so-
ciety was founded in 1880. _Philadelphia
shortly afterward took up the movement
and organized a society. Next came St.
Louis, and In all these cities the movement
is meeting with success. In addition to
these, there is a flourishing society estab-
lished by the students of Cornell University.
Quite a2 number of other cities have ex-
pressed a desire for organization.

The initial step in Europe was taken in
London, where in 1886 a society was formed.
Although this orgdnization did not affiliate
directly with the main branch in Ameriea, it
was suggested by it and patterned after it.
A second London body was established some
time later in direct connection with the
movement in this country. It is known as
the West London Ethical Soclety. Another,
the East London Ethical Society, has en-
joyed a successful career with the others in
the English metropolis for some years.

Germany was the next to take steps in
the movement, where a society was founded
in Berlin in 1892 after an address on the
subject by Prof Adler, who was invited to
the German capital by some of the most
prominent members of the Faculty of the
Berlin University. Since then assoclations
have been formed In Magdeburg, Frank-
furt, Freiburg, Breslau, Munich, Strasburg,
and branches at Koenigsberg, Muhlhausen,
Kiel, and Obernigk.. These German societies
have a membership now of over 1,500 active
workers. The first Impetus to the move-
ment in Germany was given by the trans-
lation and publication of William M. Salter’'s
“ Book on Ethical Religion.”” The transla-
tion was by Prof. Georg von Gizyckl of
Berlin, and enjoyed wide distribution.

The next country where ethical culture
was taken up was Austria, and recently an
organization was formed ‘in Italy. In Bu-
charest, Roumania, and in Ghent, Belgium,
much interest is displayed, and before many
months associations will be called into life
in these cities. ..

The men at the head of the movements in
the different cities are among the most
prominent in their respective countries.
Prof. William Foerster, who 1s of the Fac-
ulty of the Berlin University, is one of the
foremost astronomers of “Germany. He.ls

the lecturer of the Berlin soclety, and with
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" Louis society,

Prof. Georg von Gizycki, also of Berlin, pro-

- mulgate ethical culture through the me-

dium *of journalism
Stanton Coit, Ph. D., is the principal mov-
in lL.ondon. He is a

Prof. Felix Adler of this city is too well
he being
really the founder of the movement in its
present form, and having attained world-
wide renown in connection thercwith.
William M. Salter, the lecturer of the

Philadelphia society, is the son of a Con-

gregational minister and studied for the
ministry. He was prominent in the move-
ment when it first was advanced in Chicago
to the credit of bringing

Dr. M. M. Mangasarian, the the brilliant

- orator now in charge of the Chicago society,

- Is a graduate of Princeton, and formerly
. was a Presbyterian minister.

W. L. Sheldon, the lecturer of the St

is a graduate of Princeton,
1W}:1ere he studied for the Presbyterian mine-
siry. .

S. Burns Weston of Philadelphia is the
editor of the quarterly review and magazine,
International Journal of Ethics. He was
educated in the Divinity School, Cambridge,
for the Unitarian pulpit.

In the field of education and charity the
societies have accomplished much that is of

1

Y
ALY

1

Stanton Coit.
Liecturer, L.ondon.

great value to humanity. The members o
the New-York society have formed a s:p-
arate organization for the operation of the
various philanthropic enterprises. This in-
corporation is entitled *‘ The United Re-
lief Works of the Society for Ethical Cu’t-
ure,’”” and maintains the following lnstitu-
tions In this city: The Workinzgman’'s
School and Free Kindergarten with which
are connected a normal department and
library, a fresh-air fund, a district nursing
department, and the organization head-
quarters,

The 1lirst of these to be put into practice
was the free kindergarten, which was start-
ed in 1878, and was one of the first of the
kind in the United States. Two vears later
the Workingman’s School was started. It
now occupies the well-equipped building at
109 West Fifty-fourth Street, and is an ex-
emplary institution. This school was the
first to introduce manual training for chil-
dren between the ages of six and fourteen
vears, and {ts methods have since been
adopted by other schools throughout the
Union. I: has a scholarship of over 10t boys
and girls, nine-tenths of whom are the chil-
dren of poor parents. The school has an ex-
cellent corps of teachers under the super:n-
tendgxcy of Maximlilian P. E. Groszmann,
Ph. D.

Another worthy charity which the society
has instituted is the District Nursing De-
partment. This branch of the relief section
sends trained nurses into the homes of the
sick poor to nurse the sick, take care of the
rooms, and prepare proper food. such nursq{s
are provided for the Demilt and New-Yark
Dispensaries, where application is to be
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made. The Fresh-Air Fund provides excur
sions for the children of the poor during the
heated term .

The united relief works in this city an
sustained by annual dues and voluntary
contributions exclusively, and expend be
twaen $28,000 and $£30,000 annually.

In St. Louis the local society has started
several ‘“ Workingmen’s Self-Culture Clubs,"”
which are being successfully operated. .,

In London *‘ the Neighborhood Guild ”’ is
being earnestly pushed. The idea of the
guild is to form clubs of men, women, and
children in each street or small number of
streets forming a guild for each district.
Their object is to carry out all the reforms,
social, industrial, and educational, which the
social ldeal demands.

One of the latest and most popular ad
juncts of the American associations is the
chool of Applied Ethics, which meets every
Summer at Plymouth, Mass. Its founder,
Prof. Felix Adler, having been educated to
be a moral and religious teacher, felt the
need of a school which should help such
teachers to deal with the practical social
problems in a more thorough and effective
way. The first sessions were held in the
Summer of 1891. The school consists of
three departments, namely: Economics—
Prof. . D. Adams of the University of
Michigan, director; Ethics—Prof. Felix Ad-
ler, director; History of Religions—Prof. C,
H. Toy of Harvard University, director.
Leading professors fyom the following col-
leges and universit@s lecture before the
school: Amherst, Andover ‘Theological
School, Boston University, Bryn Mawr,
Brown, Buchtell, Cambridge Episcopal The-
ological School, Catholic University of Am-
erica, Clark, Columbia, Cornell, Harvard,
Johns Hopkins, Michigan University, Prince-

" ton, University of Pennsvlvania, Yale, and
Manchester College, Oxford, England.

The session this Summer will continue for
gve weeks, beginning the second week in
uly. .

The headquarters of the society in this
city, at 669 Madison Avenue, are the meeting
place and social centre of the organization.
New-York now has an active membership
of over 800, while there are thousands who

l are friendly to the cause who are not on tha

rolls.



