
102nd Assembly of the American Ethical Union 

Business Meeting Minutes 

June 9, 2017 Baltimore, MD 

 
The meeting of the 102nd Assembly of the American Ethical Union was called to order by acting President John 

McCormick at 10:35 am. 

 

John introduced the Board candidates up for election. For open positions on the Board, candidates are Martina Brunner 

from the Ethical Culture Society of Westchester, Sonja Kueppers from the Washington Ethical Society, Elizabeth (Liz) 

Singer from the New York Society for Ethical Culture, and Sharon Stanley from the Ethical Humanist Society of Long 

Island. Officer candidates are John McCormick of the Philadelphia Ethical Society for President, Tom Castelnuovo of the 

Brooklyn Society for Ethical Culture for Vice President, Jill Aul of the Ethical Society Mid Rivers as Secretary, and Ken 

Novak of the Chicago Ethical Humanist Circle continuing as Treasurer. 

 

Treasurer Ken Novak presented an overview of the AEU financial report and noted that Law’nence (“L”) Miller, Director 

of Administration for the AEU, and Hank Gassner helped in developing the budget.  Ken noted that in the proposed FY18 

budget, the expenses are primarily for personnel. He stated that expenses for the AEU rebranding project are included in 

the Communications budget number. Nearly half of income comes from apportionments paid by member groups and 

about one fourth of the remainder comes from restricted funds. Ken spoke about how the Board and AEU staff are 

looking at ways to fundraise more effectively and creatively. He noted that the budget includes the drawing down from 

cash on hand in order to keep funding growth.  

 

The proposed resolution on Reparations, drafted by the National Leaders Counsel, was presented by Jone Johnson Lewis 

of the NLC. It is considered to be a continuation of last year’s resolution on Systemic Racism in the United States. 

 

Emily Newman, AEU Communications Coordinator, provided information on the AEU re-branding effort and asked that 

all attending the Assembly provide responses to the survey related to it. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 11:30 am. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Karen Elliott, Secretary 

  



102nd Assembly of the American Ethical Union 

Business Meeting Minutes (cont.) 

June 11, 2017, Baltimore, MD 

The meeting was called to order at 9:38 am by acting President John McCormick. 

 

Approval of Minutes of July 2016 Assembly 

Arnold Fishman moved that the minutes be approved; Bob Ewing seconded the motion. The minutes were approved 

unanimously as submitted. 

 

National Ethical Service (Jone Johnson Lewis, presenter):  

Jone Johnson Lewis moved that NES’s new slate of officers (Kay Dundorf – President, Kurt Johnson – Vice President, and 

members at large Sylvain Ehrenfeld, Jackie Pope, and Sharon Pope) be elected as presented; Arnold Fishman seconded 

the motion and it was approved unanimously. 

Laura Steele moved that the Assembly approve the NES by-laws revisions as presented to them, Betty-Chia Karro 

seconded the motion, which was approved unanimously. 

 

Approval of the Budget: Tom Hoeppner moved that the budget be approved as submitted and Arnold Fishman 

seconded the motion. It was approved unanimously. 

 

Resolution (Jone Johnson Lewis):  

Jone Johnson Lewis presented to the Assembly four amendments to the proposed resolution that were made in the 

working group. Joy McConnell moved that all four of the amendments be accepted, and Arnold Fishman seconded the 

motion. The motion was approved by consensus. Arnold Fishman then moved that the Assembly approve the resolution 

as amended and woman in back Barbara Lipton seconded the motion. The motion to approve the resolution Toward 

Repairing the Harm of Racism was approved by consensus. 

 

Election of Board Trustees and Officers 

New Trustees:  The results of the election were announced. Martina Brunner will serve the remaining two years of 

Andra Miller’s term. Sonja Kueppers, Elizabeth (Liz) Singer, and Sharon Stanley will each serve a full three year term. 

Officers:  Paul Furth moved that the Assembly accept the officer candidates as proposed by the Board Development 

Committee (John McCormick as President, Tom Castelnuovo as Vice President, Jill Aul as Secretary, and Ken Novak as 

Treasurer) and the motion was seconded by Bob Ewing. It was approved by consensus. 

 

Expressions of Appreciation: Thanks were given to AEU Staff and volunteers for their work putting together the 2017 

Assembly. Thanks were also given to AEU Board members.  

 

It was noted that the next Assembly will be held in Albuquerque, NM, June 7 – 10, 2018. 

Tom Hoeppner moved that the Assembly adjourn and the motion to adjourn was seconded. The meeting adjourned at 

10:18 am. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Karen Elliott, Secretary 

 


