
 

New Logo 
 
At the Assembly, delegates will vote on a new logo (see page 3) for the American Ethical Union. 
Voting will be conducted using the same ranked system that is used for board elections.  
 
Why is this happening? 
The Board of Directors, while engaged in a project intended to help new and smaller 
Societies/Circles with website design, social media, and other forms of communication, 
recognized that both the original Ethical Human design and the simplified design currently used 
in the AEU logo are problematic for some viewers.  
 
Most importantly, we determined that the design is easily confused with a cross on a church 
steeple, and learned that it was being interpreted that way by some members of the general 
public. We even received reports that some visitors had been deterred from looking into Ethical 
Societies because they had the mistaken impression, based on the logo, that they were 
Christian churches.  
 
Additionally, the original logo is often confused with a peace symbol, and many younger people 
don’t connect with its 1970’s vibe. Other feedback received includes that people find the lack of 
a head disturbing.  
 
Because of these issues, we made the decision to change to a new logo for the AEU.  
 
What does it mean for individual Societies? 
Member Societies are entirely welcome to continue using the old logos if they prefer. 
 
We anticipate that some Societies will embrace the new logo for their own communications, 
while other Societies, particularly those who have substantial visibility in their local communities 
using their existing logos, will not.  
 
What do member Societies need to do to prepare for the vote at the Assembly? 
Member Societies are encouraged to determine their members’ preferences among the three 
logo choices provided so that delegates will be able to cast their ballots effectively. Remember 
that ranked voting will be used, so delegates will want to be prepared to indicate a first, second, 
and third choice.  
 
How were the candidate logos developed? 
Last fall, after determining that there was a need for a new logo, the Branding Team that existed 
at the time provided a few ideas based on Board feedback. While these were good ideas, the 
Board felt that it was important for a change like this to involve the entire Movement, rather than 
being decided by a few people.  
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Last fall, the Presidents’ Council, which is comprised of the Presidents of all Member Societies’ 
Boards and/or their appointed Society representative was informed of this project and asked to 
share information about it with the members of the individual Societies. In this communication, 
members were asked to contribute ideas for a new logo. In response to a request from one of 
our member Societies for additional time to respond, we extended the deadline and 
communicated with all members individually about the project, to ensure that everyone had the 
opportunity to participate.  
 
We received many ideas, which could be broadly categorized into three groups: variations on 
the “ethical human” design, designs consisting of three or more human figures, and designs 
consisting of the AEU initials. We identified promising examples from these submissions and 
hired a graphic designer to further develop these ideas. Working together with her, we finalized 
the candidates to the three logos you are now being asked to choose among.  
 
Why isn’t the original logo one of the options? 
We recognize that many members have a strong attachment to the original logo.  
 
First of all, bear in mind that this is a logo for the AEU, not a requirement that individual member 
Societies make any changes. 
 
The reason keeping the original logo or the newer version of it isn’t one of the options is 
because of the problems identified above. While those of us within the Movement have a strong 
connection with the original logo, it’s important that our outward-facing communications be clear 
to people who are not already familiar with Ethical Culture. As we all know, the vast majority of 
Americans have no prior knowledge of Ethical Culture and the American Ethical Union, which 
means that whatever our logo is, it should effectively communicate truths about who we are. 
The original design fails this important test.  
 
 
See Candidate Logos on next page 
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Candidate Logos 
 

The three candidate logos are shown below. Each one is shown in different color combinations 
and orientations, with each of the three candidate tag lines, to illustrate the possible ways these 
logos could be used. You are not being asked to choose a specific version of each logo.  

 
Click in box to see full-size version of logo 

Candidate Logo A Candidate Logo B Candidate Logo C 

   
 
Candidate Logo A 
This logo design is intended to address the concerns with the original logo, while still retaining a 
connection to it. Like the original, it depicts a single person within a circle. Because it has a 
head, isn’t symmetrical, and uses curved lines, it cannot be easily confused with a cross on a 
church steeple, nor can it be seen as a peace sign.  
 
Candidate Logo B 
This logo is intended to reflect the importance of relationships in Ethical Culture because it 
depicts more than one person. Additionally, it echoes the international symbol of humanism, 
which is used as a logo by the American Humanist Association, the International Humanist and 
Ethical Union, and numerous other humanist organizations worldwide. You can read more about 
this symbol here (https://humanism.org.uk/humanism/the-happy-human-symbol/).  
 
Candidate Logo C 
This logo avoids the complications of depicting human figures (How many? What color? What 
gender? What does it mean? What are we trying to say?) by simply using the AEU initials as the 
logo. 
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