
New Tag Line 
 
At the Assembly, delegates will vote on a new tag line for the American Ethical Union. The tag 
line is intended to be used together with the AEU logo to help the general public understand 
what the American Ethical Union is. Ideally, the logo and tag line together will provide enough 
information about the AEU to pique a person’s curiosity and cause them to want to learn more.  
 
Voting will be conducted using the same ranked system that is used for board elections. The 
candidate tag lines, with explanations, are:  
 

Inspiring Ethical Communities 
 

This is the current AEU tag line. It touches on what makes Ethical Humanism most unique: our 
inspirational and congregational framework that defines us as religious humanism. It uses the 
key word of our Movement: ethics. This tagline is a double entendre: we offer Ethical Culture 
communities that provide inspiration to members and guests, and we also try to inspire 
communities to become more ethical throughout society. There has been no real complaint 
regarding this existing tagline. 
  
Possible drawbacks include that this tagline may be perceived as being overly intellectual. The 
word “inspiring” does not indicate clear concrete action. Some claim that “ethics” and “ethical” 
are antiquated terms or are poorly understood by the general public. It may also be unclear 
what kind of communities are being inspired.  
 

Together for a Better World 
 

This tag line emphasizes the importance our federation places on relationships (“Together”) and 
our commitment to ethical action on a broad range of issues (“for a Better World”). The wording 
describes us in simple terms and is outward looking as it reflects our aspiration to forge "a 
nobler world than we have known today". The word “Together” can be seen both as referring to 
our member Societies, and as referring to the individuals who make up our Movement.  
 
Possible drawbacks include that this tag line could be applied to many community service 
organizations, so it may not be clear what makes the AEU special. Given the word "Union" in 
AEU, the word "Together" in the tag line might be seen as redundant.  
 

Our Faith is in People 
 

This tag line expresses the idea that as religious humanists, we place our faith in people. It 
answers the question, “what do Ethical Culturists believe?” in a succinct way, and evokes some 
of our most treasured values, such as eliciting the best and respecting human worth.  
 
Possible drawbacks include that it is sometimes difficult to have faith in people, particularly 
when facing oppression. Some viewers may consider the word “faith” to be too closely tied to 
the language of other belief systems. 
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Frequently Asked Questions 
 
Why is this happening? 
In the spring of 2017, the The Board of Directors authorized a review of AEU branding at the 
request of the Communications Committee. A Branding Team was formed, which conducted 
extensive research, including the survey members may remember taking around the time of the 
Assembly in 2017. One of the recommendations of the Branding Team was to change the tag 
line, based on survey responses and focus group research. 
 
The tag line is important because, together with the logo, it expresses information about the 
AEU. Ideally, people unfamiliar with our Movement will learn enough about who we are from the 
logo and tag line to become interested in learning more.  
 
What does it mean for individual Societies?  
Member Societies are welcome to continue using existing tag lines. Societies are also welcome 
to use the new tag line if they like.  
 
What do member Societies need to do to prepare for the vote at the Assembly?  
Member Societies are encouraged to determine their members’ preferences among the three 
tag line choices provided, so that delegates will be able to cast their ballots effectively. 
Remember that ranked voting will be used, so delegates will want to be prepared to indicate a 
first, second, and third choice.  
 
How were the candidate tag lines developed? 
Last fall, the Branding Team presented its report and recommended a tag line. The Board had 
concerns about the recommended tag line, and felt that, particularly since we had decided to 
involve the entire Movement in the search for a new AEU logo, it was appropriate to also 
consider this question more broadly.  
 
Last fall, the Presidents’ Council, which is comprised of the Presidents of all Member Societies’ 
Boards and/or their appointed Society representative was informed of this project and asked to 
share information about it with the members of the individual Societies. In this communication, 
members were asked to contribute ideas for a new tag line.  
 
In response to a request from one of our member Societies for additional time to respond, we 
extended the deadline and communicated with all members individually about the project, to 
ensure that everyone had the opportunity to participate.  
 
We received many ideas, which the Board then narrowed down to the three options presented 
for your consideration.  
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