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2019 Anna Garlin Spencer Award Nominees
Jan Broughton – Triangle
Karen Elliott – Baltimore
Kent & Jo-Ellen Forrest – St. Louis
Martha Gallahue – NES
Peter Kelley – Bergen
Paula Rochelle – Silicon Valley
Nick Sanders – Philadelphia
Patricia Spencer – Long Island
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Nomination by Ethical Humanist Society of the Triangle
For
Jan Broughton
For over 20 years Jan Broughton has been an active and engaged member of the
Ethical Humanist Society of the Triangle (EHST). She has held many roles of
responsibility and leadership, as well as providing the more mundane task
support year on year that all Ethical Societies need to thrive.
Jan has been EHST’s Social Action chairperson for many years, forging a strong
bond between EHST and local social action non-profits, particularly the Interfaith
Council for Social Services, based in Carrboro, NC, the Orange County Peace
Coalition and the local NAACP and affiliated groups. This has resulted in various
partnership opportunities for EHST to engage in social action work.
The “more mundane task support” includes regular stints as Greeter,
Refreshments coordinator, presenting opening and closing words for Sunday
meetings, providing our paper bulletins, coordinating advertising, housing visiting
speakers and hosting potlucks. (The list could go on.)
EHST’s Board nominates Jan Broughton for the Anna Garlin Spencer Volunteer
Award for all of these things and especially to recognize her work provided a
connection between EHST and local community groups, and between EHST and
the AEU, deepening the meaning of Ethical Culture for our Society.
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Nomination by Baltimore Ethical Society
For
Karen Elliott
Karen has provided the following services to the Baltimore Ethical Society:
1) She has been an officiant of the Baltimore Ethical Society performing weddings, memorial services,
and naming ceremonies for a minimum of 15 years, and assisted on the training of new officiants.
2) She initiated and then led Mindfulness Meditation sessions at the Baltimore Ethical Society for 20
years.
3) When needed, she has led the Baltimore Ethical Society's Poetry Salon over the last 14 years.
4) She has served on the Executive Board of the Baltimore Ethical Society in the positions of Secretary,
Treasurer, and President.
5) She has organized the Society's participation in the Baltimore Book Fair, the Charles Village Fair, the
Johns Hopkins Spring Festival, and the Abell Community Fair for the last 28 years.
6) Karen Elliott served on the AEU Executive Board for six years from 2010 to 2016 and in the last two of
those years she was the Board's Secretary. Also, while on the AEU Executive Board she chaired its
Personnel Committee.
7) Karen has presented Memorial Day platforms on the Sunday prior to Memorial Day for the last 15
years, as well as other platforms, such as on “Ethical Humanist Ceremonies” and “Multi-Dimensional
Creativity.”
8) She has organized most of the Baltimore Ethical Society's festivals for the last 22 years.
9) Karen was a participant in the staging of the play, The Vagina Monologues, at the Baltimore Ethical
Society, which generated significant income for a women's shelter.
10) Karen raised money for the Baltimore Ethical Society by organizing coffee houses where poetry and
music were performed.
11) Karen helped organize the BES participation in the Million Mom March of 1995.
12) When Karen's son was in the Sunday School, she assisted with the running of it. After her son had
graduated from the Sunday School, Karen continued to provide help on an as needed basis.
13) She served as a mentor to young visitor, offering them interpersonal support and practical help, such
as rides to and from BES events.
14) Karen helped out with pledge phone calls on a number of BES pledge drives.
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Nomination by the Ethical Society of St. Louis
For
Kent & Jo-Ellen Forrest
It is hard to imagine a couple who has contributed more to the Ethical Society of
Saint Louis than KENT AND JO-ELLEN FORREST. They contribute together by
operating the used book cart after Platform that raises about $1,000 each year for
ESSL, and by buying new items that ESSL needs and then donating them to ESSL.
For example, they have donated an upright freezer, a mobile loudspeaker system,
a MacBook for operating the AV system, and numerous tools. Periodically, they
run the AV system for Platform.
They also contribute individually. Jo-Ellen has served as treasurer of the Tuesday
Women's Association for at least 8 years; she organizes, prices, and serves as
head cashier for the group’s periodic “Trash or Treasure” and bake sales; she
helps with set-up and clean-up for “First Sunday Lunch” at ESSL; and she is a
member of the Fundraising Committee, handling all of the financial matters
associated with fundraising activities and helping with set-up and clean-up for the
activities; and she scours garage sales to buy and donate hundreds of pairs of
khaki pants for ESSL’s support of Gateway high school.
Kent is the unpaid maintenance/repair person extraordinaire. He is in the building
several times a week, contributing to the betterment of the building with his time
and wide array of handyman skills and knowledge. He doesn’t wait to be asked; if
he sees something that needs fixing, he fixes it, including wall repairs, adding
wheels on the lecterns, assembling storage cabinets, cleaning and oiling all the
wood doors (and there are a lot), setting up the AV support for special activities;
and the list truly goes on and on. He frequently brings tools from home to
complete a task. Without his abilities and willingness to donate his time, ESSL
would have to hire someone to complete all of these tasks.
The Ethical Society of Saint Louis is pleased to nominate Kent and Jo-Ellen Forrest
for the Anna Garlin Spencer Award. They are most deserving.
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Nomination by National Ethical Service
For
Martha Gallahue
The National Ethical Culture Executive Committee is pleased to submit to the American Ethical
Union this nomination for an Anna Garlin Spencer Award to Martha Gallahue for her 19 years of
dedicated volunteer service to National Ethical Service (formerly National Service Conference).
JUSTIFICATION OF NOMINATION;
From a background as a Board Member and Officer in the Brooklyn Society for Ethical Culture,
and eventually becoming an AEU Clergy Leader, Martha represented the National Ethical
Service (NES) at the United Nations from 1997 to 2016. She represented Ethical Culture’s NES
in numerous venues, including the original Values and Spiritual Caucus, the Movement for a
Culture of Peace with the World Peace Prayer Society, the Center for Women, Earth &amp; the
Divine, and across a wide range of important issues at the United Nations, developing real
expertise in the areas of Sustainable Development, Peace and Inter-religious Affairs. She
followed by leading roles in UN NGO Committees including the UN NGO Committee for
Spirituality, Values and Global Affairs, both active regularly in the UN NGO “Week of
Spirituality” and the UN designated “World Interfaith Harmony Week.” She was a founding
member of the Working Group on Climate Change with the Committee on Sustainable
Development.
Martha has participated in the 4th World Conference on Women in Beijing, China, the World
Conference on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg, South Africa, and the COP17
Conference on Climate Change in Durban, South Africa. She presented at the Parliament of
World Religions in Barcelona. She has served on the Steering Committee for the Global
Movement for the Culture of Peace, on the Executive Council of the CONGO Committee on
Spirituality, Values and Global Concerns-NY, and on the sub-committee against racism with the
CONGO Committee on Human Rights. She has done important work with the Working Group
for the Finance for Development Commission and supported the International Day of
Peace. Martha spearheaded several resolutions that were passed at the AEU Assembly. As
President of NES for many years, she shepherded the direction of NES from its era as the
National Service Conference of the AEU to its emergence as the National Ethical Service in
2010 and oversaw the founding and development of the philanthropic Rose L. Walker Fund.
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Nomination by Ethical Culture Society of Bergen County
For
Peter Kelley

When Peter Kelley died suddenly last October, the Bergen Society lost a member of
extraordinary devotion to the community as well as a man whose character exemplified
the best in Ethical Culture.
Peter had been the Society's president, our finance chair, our treasurer and served on
our Membership Committee for many years.He used his professional skills as a graphic
designer to create our brochures and flyers. He redesigned our budget; he volunteered
for years on a Society project to support gay teenagers, taught in our Sunday school's
program and served the community in countless other ways. He was always present.
Peter won the admiration and respect of all who knew him. His authority did not come
from being self-aggrandizing, flamboyant, self-important or from a display of ego.
Rather, it came from his thoughtfulness, his sincerity of purpose, his commanding
intelligence, his diligence and the fact that he always did his homework. Peter Kelly was
a living example of the personal ideals that Ethical Culture seeks to promote.He had no
yen to be competitive, but to to be cooperative, caring generous and kind. He brought
out the best in us. He died too soon, but the Bergen Society will continue to be the
beneficiary of Peter Kelley's gifts, and his life will continue to inspire.
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Nomination by Ethical Culture Society of Silicon Valley
For
Paula Rochelle
The Ethical Culture Society of Silicon Valley nominates Paula Rochelle for the Anna Garlin
Spencer Award. Paula was the central figure responsible for founding our Society, convening a
handful of curious folks for a meeting in the San Jose public library in 2006. Paula formed and
led the Steering Committee that put in place the mission and vision for the new group and its
Articles of Incorporation, bylaws, and tax certification. Once the Society was incorporated in
2009, Paula served as its President for most of the eight-year period until June of 2017, providing
substantial leadership and energetic stewardship. Paula also worked to assure ECSSV’s future by
encouraging and supporting lay leadership. She continues to be a very active member in the
Society, attending meetings, engaging in ethical action, and hosting events in her home. In
appreciation of Paula’s long and dedicated service to ECSSV, we recommend her for the Anna
Garlin Spencer Award.
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Nomination by Philadelphia Ethical Society
For
Nick Sanders
Nick Sanders joined the Philadelphia Ethical Society in 2003 with a wealth of
academic knowledge and organizational experience in both education and
business, as well as a compassionate interest in cultivating the best in others. He
immediately asked how to become involved, and has been involved ever since. For
sixteen years he has brought energetic commitment, stable leadership, and
reasoned thinking to many leadership positions – PES treasurer, secretary, vicepresident and president; and chairs of the Ethical Action Committee (EAC) and
Community Committee, and participating on other committees and initiatives.
Nick excelled at financial administration, becoming the guardian of our
investments, stewarding our resources wisely and ethically. He continues to chair
the investments sub-committee of the finance committee. According to a past
president, his knowledge of the financial underpinnings of the society was deeper
and more comprehensive than that of any other member. Nick, as Society
president, trained a total of four society administrator hires on financial matters.
Another past president found him as Board member to be calm and level-headed
even when there was disagreement: “Nick helped us steer through a difficult patch
of rough water that threatened to split our society when we had to deal with a
difficult member.”
As chair of EAC, Nick has organized educational workshops on inequality, and
currently as EAC chair has organized members for ethical action activities as well
as serves as the Society’s representative in POWER’s Education Strategy Team.
Nick pushed forward efforts to establish a viable children’s Ethical Education
program, and is invaluable to our Sunday school. Nick manages the Society’s
website and patiently trains content providers; he has suggested many speakers for
the society.
In summary, Nick has helped the Philadelphia Ethical Society flourish and serve its
social justice mission. He never tires in his efforts to continue to serve. We
proudly nominate Nick for the Anna Garlin Spencer Award.
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Nomination by Ethical Humanist Society of Long Island
For
Patricia Spencer
Since she joined our Society 25 years ago, Pat Spencer has been our
most consistently helpful and dedicated member. Pat has been on the
Board of the Society and was the Treasurer for a period of time. She was
co-President right before my term began in 2015 and has been a valuable
resource to me during my four years. At present, she is the Speaker
Coordinator which means following up on suggestions and
recommendations by members of the Sunday Morning Committee. This
involves numerous emails making the arrangements to get very busy
people to commit to a date, name their topic and sometimes arrange their
transportation. Pat takes part in social action regularly in her own life. She
belongs to Amnesty Int'l and periodically sets up letter writing tables on
Sundays at the Society. After being a volunteer for a number of years, Pat
co-runs Ethical Friends of Children, our Society's ongoing outreach to
needy families with children. This service provides clothing, diapers and
baby furniture and Pat always goes the extra mile as a liaison with social
service agencies who call, as well as the clients who come for help, She's
become a surrogate aunt to a refugee family from Kenya who were taken in
by Arthur and Lyn Dobrin about 8 years ago. Pat's time and attention has
enriched the lives of this young mother and her three daughters in
innumerable ways that cannot even be described. Our Pat is a true Ethical
Humanist and we love and treasure her at our Society not only for her
commitment, but because she's a fabulous individual.

