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Reminder: The Trans Pacific Partnership Treaty Moves Toward Ratification 
 
As explained in Vincent Brancato’s article in the Ethical Action Report, December edition, the Trans Pacific 
Partnership (TTP) Treaty is moving toward ratification and many in Ethical Culture believe it would have 
disastrous impact in a number of areas. Find out more about the treaty through Public Citizen’s free “Initial 
Analyses” which you can download from their website (citizen.org) or directly on the Internet using 
http://www.citizen.org/documents/analysis-tpp-text-november-2015.pdf.  After you read about it and make your 
own mind up, please get involved by calling your legislator as soon as possible! 
 
 
NYSEC at 2016 Planned Parenthood Day of Action  
Emily Newman, New York Society for Ethical Culture 
 
On January 25th, New York Society for Ethical Culture (NYSEC) members Andra Miller, Carol Van Deusen, and 
Emily Newman boarded a bus with 37 New Yorkers who all braved the snow to join over 500 activists in Albany, 
NY for Family Planning Advocates Day of Action. Together we dropped off information with about 80 legislators 
and met with about 30 of them. Our asks were to (a) pass the Comprehensive Contraception Coverage Act, which 
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the State Assembly passed while we were there; (b) increase the Family Planning Grant, which includes education 
programs; (c) protect the health of incarcerated pregnant individuals by restricting the use of solitary confinement; 
and, (d) pass the Paid Family Leave Insurance Act. 
 
I’ve participated in a lot of rallies, marches, petitions, and events with legislators, but this was my first time going to 
their offices to lobby.  I also got to see fellow Future of Ethical Societies member Tara Klein (Long Island), who 
works for Senator Brad Hoylman. Planned Parenthood prepared us with facts and encouraged us to share why 
reproductive justice is important to us.  
 
 

 
 

Everywhere we turned there were men and women of all ages (even a few children)  
and backgrounds wearing pink scarves and ties to show their support.  

 
 
Under the Comprehensive Contraceptive Coverage Act, health insurance plans in New York would be required to 
cover all FDA approved categories of contraceptive procedures, drugs, devices and products. This includes 
providing over the counter emergency contraception and access to twelve months of contraception, making it less 
likely for women to have unintended pregnancies. “The idea here is to get people access to the care that they are 
guaranteed under both the Affordable Care Act and New York State law,” said Assemblyman Kevin Cahill (D, 
Kingston), who proposed the bill. Many of us were able to watch the vote from the public viewing area and cheered 
when the bill passed! The next day the Assembly also passed legislation to restrict the solitary confinement of 
incarcerated pregnant women. 
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Carol Van Deusen’s group met with Assemblyman Keith Wright, who represents Harlem. Assemblyman Wright, 
Carol explained, “was one of the first African American students who graduated Ethical Culture Fieldston School, 
and his father Sgt. Bruce Wright was awarded the NYSEC’s Ethical Humanist Award in 1975. Assemblyman 
Wright expressed an interest in coming to our next Humanist Award Ceremony which is scheduled sometime in the 
early fall and asked us to stay in touch.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
L-R: 
  
Senator  
Roxanne Persaud,  
 
Kristin Kepplinger,  
 
Emily Newman,  
 
Michaela Rahimi 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Welcoming Refugees with a Party in Bergen!  
Joe Chuman, Leader, The Ethical Culture Society of Bergen County, NJ 
  
Demagoguery and xenophobia in high places are reaching a feverish pitch not witnessed in America since the 
McCarthy era. What we are experiencing in this election cycle is the politics of fear, which employs scapegoating in 
order to garner popular support for those seeking to be the leader of the free world. It is morally repugnant and 
politically very dangerous. In a time of stagnant economy and international terrorism, immigrants and refugees have 
become the prime targets. Singled out among the latter are those fleeing the extraordinarily brutal civil war in Syria. 
  
This conflict, which has created a hell on earth, has displaced one half of the country's population, four million of 
whom have fled their borders, escaping bombings, gassing, torture and persecution. Most of the violence has been 
generated by the government of Bashar Assad. The surrounding countries of Jordan, Turkey, and Lebanon have 
taken in millions of these refugees. As untold thousands flee for their lives to Europe, with conspicuous numbers 
dying along the way, Germany has pledged to resettle a million Syrians. The United States, which has taken in 
fewer than 2,000, has committed itself to accept 10,000 endangered Syrians, a paltry number given the 
humanitarian need and the vaunted narrative of the United States as a haven for the persecuted. "Give me your tired, 
your poor/Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free," 
  
It was discovered that in the recent assault on Paris by ISIS operatives, one was an asylum seeker from Syria. This 
single incident has been the occasion for those who would be president to attack the administration's plan to admit 
10,000 Syrians, and motivated some to call for the complete barring of Muslims from the country, singling out 
those fleeing Syria, in particular. My own governor, Christopher Christie, in order to boost his failing campaign for 
the Republican nomination, declared that he would not have any Syrians resettled in New Jersey (conveniently 
forgetting that refugee resettlement is a responsibility of the federal government and not the states.) To inflate his 
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bravado and clarify his position, Christie stated that we should go so far as to bar "orphans under five years old" 
from entering the United States. 
  
In defiance of this edict calumniating those who are arguably the planet's most dispossessed, and in greatest need of 
a safe haven, the Bergen Society held a party! 
  
This party had roots reaching back eleven years when the Society spearheaded a movement to provide a 
comprehensive range of humanitarian services for political asylum seekers in our area. The Northern New Jersey 
Sanctuary Coalition is now comprised of eight local congregations and a human rights organization giving support 
to asylum seekers in nearby detention centers. As it turns out, two of our current clients are Syrian families. 
  
One - a husband, wife and four children - has been in our program for four years. The other client is a Syrian 
businessman who had to leave behind his wife and three children as he fled for his life. His family received 
derivative asylum, and three months ago, after much anxiety, they arrived in the United States, and the war-torn 
family was reunited. A member of our board found a benefactor who is paying the first four-months rent for the 
family in Montclair, New Jersey. In short, as our governor was exploiting the fear of Syrians to boost his sagging 
campaign, we were settling a Syrian family in the Garden State. 
  
To drive the point home, on January 16th, the Bergen Society hosted a potluck dinner with our two Syrian families 
as the guests of honor. Also present were the Coalition's two other clients: a young man from Eritrea, and our 
newest client, a young man from Yemen. To our surprise, more than 80 people showed up at the dinner with 
prepared food in hand. No doubt, the large turnout resulted from a desire to express solidarity with those who are 
most imperiled. It was a simple, but, in a sense, profound, and certainly very timely, act of moral witness of which 
we can all be proud. 
 
What About Muslim Immigrants  
Arthur Dobrin, Leader Emeritus, Ethical Humanist Society of Long Island 
(From Arthur Dobrin’s November 22, 2015, blog at arthurdobrin.wordpress.com) 
 
Is keeping out Muslim immigrants un-American? It depends upon how you read American history. Here is one 
historical interpretation of what became the USA: 
 
The Dutch didn’t want the English and the English didn’t want the Dutch. 
Neither the Dutch nor the English wanted Native Americans. 
Puritans didn’t want Quakers and Protestants didn’t want Catholics. 
Whites didn’t want Africans but wouldn’t let them go. 
The British didn’t want Germans and the English didn’t want the Irish. 
Cattlemen didn’t want sheepherders and neither wanted the Chinese. 
Germans didn’t want Italians. 
Christians didn’t want Jews. 
Californians didn’t want the Oakies and neither wanted the Japanese. 
Americans didn’t want Hispanics. 
Americans don’t want Muslims. 
 
The slogan: “America is for Americans First”—people like us who must speak English and practice a Judeo-
Christian religion. 
  
Here is another version of American history: 
 
One group after another takes up residence and the groups get mixed-up. 
Some groups get absorbed and some are integrated. 
Some groups are amalgamated and some keep to themselves. 
Some groups accept other groups while some only tolerate others. 
Each group acknowledges the others as true Americans. 
The slogan: “I lift my lamp beside the golden door”—even as the torch of liberty flickers now and then. 
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Ethical Action Spotlight 
 
With many thanks to Emily Newman, Joe Chuman, and Arthur Dobrin for contributing text and ideas to this 
month’s EAR, and to Amanda Poppei for her editorial assistance.  Let’s continue the dialogue in our national 
Movement – submit comments, articles and suggestions for future EAR editions!  
 
Hugh Taft-Morales, Leader, Ethical Humanist Society of Philadelphia and Baltimore Ethical Society. 
 
The Ethical Action Report 2.0 
 
As Ethical Societies around the country have begun their 2015-2016 program season, the EAR is evolving to try 
to be more useful to you and to generate more constructive, engaged dialogue about “deed before creed” throughout 
the Movement.  We hope this format offers stimulating ideas and practical hints that make ethical action more 
effective and rewarding at your societies and in your lives. 
 
EAR 2.0 hopes to offer: 
  

-   More in-depth analysis of particular social justice issues. 
 

-   Stories of Ethical Action projects that worked well at one of our Societies and  
might enliven your home Society. 

 
-   Discussion of ways to frame Ethical Culture’s commitment to Ethical Action. 
 

-   Excerpts from recent Ethical Culture platform addresses or statements from  
around the Movement about civic, social, or ethical issues. 

 

Join the fun! 
Offer your thoughts and news items – 

 
For the March edition of the “Ethical Action Report,” 

And for the ‘Ethical Action Feature’ in the Spring edition of “Dialogue.”  
 

-Write about an issue connected to your professional life or private interest.  
  
- Share news about an interesting Ethical Action project at your Society.   
    

- Write a “letter to the EAR editor” addressing any articles in this or future issues. 
 
- Do a historical reflection on an Ethical Action moment from Ethical Culture’s history. 

 
Submit your essay early and the editorial volunteers can help polish your offering.   
 
Feel free to float your idea or a draft by me at HughTM@gmail.com by the 15th of the month. All final copy has 
to be sent to me no later than the 25th of February for the Ethical Action Report, and the 25th of March for the 
Dialogue’s ‘Ethical Action Feature.’  
 
Sincerely,  
Hugh Taft-Morales, Ethical Culture Leader, and Editor, Ethical Action Report and Ethical Action Feature  
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