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ANNUAL SOCIETY REPORT  

Society Report for __________Mid 
Rivers______________________________ 

Leader(s): _______n/a_________________________, __________________________________
  

President(s): ___________Jill Aul___________________, 
__________________________________ 

Administrative Director/Office Contact: Jill Aul 

Please provide brief  updates on the following areas of  your Society that occurred or 
developed in 2017: 

Ethical Action: 
!Climate:  Our Society participates in Missouri’s “Adopt-a-Highway” program, 

whereby we are assigned a stretch of  highway, marked by signage, that we maintain.  
Four times annually, members from our Society beautify the stretch by picking up 
trash, etc. on either side of  the road. 

!
!Racial Justice:  Mid Rivers presented a 4 part Platform series about Race in 2017. 

These included guest speaker Amy Hunter, Manager of  Diversity and Inclusion at 
Barnes Jewish Hospital, and her talk “Lucky ZIP Codes.”  

!
!Also featured was guest speaker Joan Hoscher,  coordinator for the Connection 

Human Origin and Cultural Diversity outreach program at the University of  
Missouri, St. Louis. Her talk was entitled, “The Spectrum of  Human Skin: Defining 
Race and Ethnicity and Our Own Places Within It.” 

Part 3 was Alice Goffman’s TED talk, “How We’re Priming Some Kids for College and 
Others for Prison.”  The film was watched together, and followed with a group discussion. 

Finally, in lieu of  a regular Sunday meeting, our Society took a guided tour of  Alton, Illinois’ 
Underground Railroad, led by tour guide Eric Robinson, whose great-grandfather was a 
slave in the area. 
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!
!
!
!Development and Peace:  We welcomed guest speaker, Dr. Stephen Werner, who is a 

professor of  philosophy and religion at St. Louis University and Webster 
University, whose speech was “What Pacifists Can Learn From Carl Von 
Clausewitz: the War Theorist. Carl Von Clausewitz (1780-1831)”  We’re thrilled to 
welcome Steve as our newest ESMR member! 

Many of  our members also participated in local renditions of  the Women’s March, the 
March for Our Lives, and other resistance activities throughout our region. 

!Other: 

Ethical Education (children ages 2-13) & Youth of  Ethical Societies (teens ages 14-18) & 
Future of  Ethical Societies (young adults ages 18-35): 

Our Sunday School children (S.E.E.K.-Sunday Ethical Education for Kids) spent a great 
deal of  time learning about European history throughout the year, especially the era 
around World War II.  They welcomed guest speakers, including 2 members who shared 
fascinating stories about living there, at that time.  Children and adults toured the St. Louis 
Holocaust Museum as part of  the unit.  Our Society sent 3 children to Camp Quest, a 
humanist summer camp near the Kansas City area, and financed two teens who attended 
the YES Conference in Washington DC. This year, we have two graduating seniors who 
will both be going off  to college, but will become adult members of  our Society as they 
transition. 

Communications:  Mid Rivers developed a brand new web site this year! Check it out at 
www.ethicalsocietymr.org  We have an interactive calendar there, a “Members Only” area, 
and lots of  other exciting links, photos and information. We are optimistic that our web 
site will serve as a strong marketing tool as we head into the future.  We also have a social 
media presence that supplements what we do in “real life.” Our Meet-Up page is especially 
important to us, as nearly all of  our visitors find us that way. 

     
 Finances:  We continue to enjoy a healthy financial profile, having taken in more than we 

spent this year.  Fortunately, we have not had to access our investments, and we hope that 
before too long, we will be able to relocate to a site with better “drive-by” visibility and 
permanent signage. 

    
    Membership:  We welcomed 8 new adult members into our Society since the last 



!  

2 West 64th Street • New York, NY 10023 • www.aeu.org 
Phone 212.873.6500 • Fax 212-624-0203• office@aeu.org

Assembly, and sadly lost one who passed away recently. While the number of  actual new 
people may seem low, they represent approximately nearly 30% growth. (33 members last 
year, 41 members this year.) 

 New Developments:  Nothing that hasn’t already been mentioned! 

    Goals for 2018:  We hope to continue to grow in size, of  course. We are planning to 
survey our membership soon to determine our collective desires regarding moving our 
location to a site with more drive-by traffic and permanent signage. 


