ETHICAL CULTURE.

THE SOCIETY IFOR ITS PROMOTION.
DR, FELIX ADLER, HIS ANTECEDENTS, AP-
PEARANCE AND ACQUIREMENTS—CHAR-
ACTER OF THE MAN AND HIS LECTURES—

- PRESENT  POSITION OF THE LIBERAL
JEWS-~PROGRESS AND PROSPERITY OF
THE SOCIETY FOR ETHICAL CULTURE. .
The Society for Ethical Culture, which has
attracted much attention and excited considerable
interest of late in this community, is not yet quite
two yearsold. Itwill be 24 months the eoming May
since a number of men of different n{\ﬁbhiifiiiif.*&, in-
cluding Germans, I'renchmen, Italians, Spaniards,
Englishmen, and Americans, founded it, having
folt, as they say, the nieed in the City of a’permaneit
and effective organization to support the cause
of enlightenment, The sentiments by which they
weroe guided in the formation of such a
union were definitely expressed in thelr preamble,
They hold that the integrity and conhiéj:_enby of life,
in all of its parts, is its noblest good, nnd its achieve-
ment tho supreme duty of human existenca, That
insincerity, while it is justly condemned in every
circumstance, deserves the sevorest reprobation when

permitted to enter the fandamental questions divect-

ing the character and determining the moral welfare
‘of man. That the forms of dogmatic belief, as cur-
rently taught, have ceased to sa_t.isfy"tﬁle h'ighest
ueeds; that they obstruct the free developmient of
mind and hoart, and that to emancipate our-

solves from so grievous o thraldom is at
once & stern obligation and a privilege..
That they recognize in 'the great truths ot

man's moral nature the essential safeguard of life,
tho source of nobleness in effort, of power in action,
and of fortitude in afiction. That to further the
recognition of these truths in word and deed is & sa:
cred duty whieh they owe both to themselves nnd to
their fellow-men, and whereby they shall best secure
the commmon happiness, pros_perity, and peucé. l '._[‘hu};
to insure the moral elevation’of the * masses” in
particular, with all the great beuefits which that in-
cludes, they hold to be a lofty aim, and one well cal-
culated to nfford true satisfaction to all who behold
in the work of progress the fitting accoiﬁplishmént of
human destiny. That it is desirable to transmif to

the incoming generation the best convictions
of the present unimpaired; ~to " acquuind
them in such manner as befits their years

and understanding with the principles, aspirations,
and consolutions of the modern view of life; and
thus :0 train them in the enjoyment of the inestima.
Lle benefits of liberty from their youth upward.
That tor all these purposes the necessity of united
action, in which. alone lies the pledge or oxtended
usefulness, permanency, and strength, is- self-evi:
dent. . Any person of either sex way become & meni-
ber of the society upon the approval of throe-fourths
of the Trustees present at a regular meeting of tne
board, at whicli the name of the candidate shall be
nrusented and baloted for. No subseription or as.
sent to any formula of faiih, belief, or ereed shall be
required as a qualification for membership.

The Trustees, consisting of 15 members, shrll look
after and munage the alfairs, financial, temporal, and
socind, of the organization, und shall be elected for
ono year. The first board consisted of Joseph Selig-
man, Albert A. Levi, Heury Priedman, Edward
Lauterbach, Williom Byhield, Joseph Seidenberg,
Max Abenheim, Max Landman, Emil Salinger, Meyer
Jonasson, Jacob Stelltheimer, Jr., Samuel V. Spoeyer,
Samuei A. Solomous, Julius Rosernbaum, and Marcus
Goldman. It was ontirelvy re-elected lust yeuar, wo
believe, and at prosent serves. o

A lecturer {or lecturers) is chosen by the society,
such lecturer being ex officio 2 memnber of the Board
of T'rusives. o delivers a lecture each week, in
swhieh the prineiples of othics are doveloped and ad.
ranced among wdults, and in part by the estublish-
ment of u school or schools wherein a course of
moral instruction is supplied, :

The lecturer who has been leeturing for somo timo
past each Sunday morning for 8 months out of the
12, at standard Hall, is Felix Adlor, late Professor of
Hebrew Literature and Oriental Languages at Cor.
noll University., He lectured to a body of ILiberal
Jews, or Reformed Judaists, by whom the Society
for Ethical Culture was originaﬁy formned, before its
foundation, coming to the City from Ithaes on Sat-
urday, and returning Sunday evening in time

to dischurge his professivnal duties.  The
chair he occupied had been endowed for
thres vears by & number of wealthy lib-

ernl-minded men, who, at the expiration of the
ter, oitered to re-endow it, nrovided Adler should
iill it. The Professor, although he had secured the
highest esteem of the Trustees for his personal worth
and peveounl charncter, and their gincera admiration
for his learning and talents, had proved too liberal in
his religious views to meet what they concefved to be
the spiritual requirements of an orthodox establish-
ment,.  His lectures here had attracted attention,
and unfolded rationalistic views, so that they were.

unwilling he should ¢continue his connection with the

University, They did not say so, however, They
veiled their real sentiments by the assumption that
they could not nceopt an endowmont ot & chair
without naming the Professor who was to occupy it.
Adler's friends, therefore, withdrew their generous
offer, and he retired from the institution, which to
this day remains without the Professorship of He-.
brew Lit: rature and Oriental Languages. '

The endowment would probably have been ten-
dered to Hurvard University, aud he would proba.
bly have occupied the same chair there as at Cornell,
had he not, meanwhile, been urgently invited to bo
the rogular lecturer before tho Society for Ethical
Culture, which had just been founded. Such posi
tion, though less remunerative in u pocuniary sonse,
and far more laborious, was in the direct line of his
desires and a:pirations, as well as of bis intollectual
equipment. Consequently, he accopted it as o
solomn and conscientious trust, for upon him de-
volves more, especiully the intelleatual concerns of
the socicty, and to him belongs the powers generally
exercised by ministers of theolo ica{] denominations.

Prof. Adler is a native of this City, son of Dr,
Samuel Adler, a Jowish Rabbi of the more liboral
persuasion—a German, long resident here, and noted
for his profound learning and exalted character.
The son wns educated at the University of Berlin,
having been for some time under the pr{vate instruc-
tion of the late Dr. Geiger, renowned throughout
Lurope for his mental force and ripe scholarship.
He obtained at Berlin the degree of Doctor of Phi.
losophy, and, though but 28, has shown an intellect
of the highest order, and distinguished himself by
his erudition and the variety of his attainments.

He is of medium stature, rather slight, but of sym.
metrical ficure, and faultlessly, even fastidiously
neat in person and attire. His tace is calm, mobile,
full of intelligence, indieative of a very nervous,
sensitive, imaginntive, idealistic temperament.. Heo
has a somewhat promninent nose, & broad, well-shaped,
idea-suggesting forehead, a delicate complexion, a
sensitive, vleagant mouth, blue eyes, brown halr,
mustache and whiskers, the last durker than his
hair. His appearance and manner evince the thinker
and tho scholar, and his outgiving is one of great
modesty, even of shyness, despite earnest convic-
tions, great moral courago and elevated and inflexi-
Lle purpose. ' -

Dr. Adler, like most of the original members of
his society, belongs or, more properly, belongeéd, to
the Reformed Judaists, who, as he says, arose In
Germany, and whose leading members have invaria-
bly beon Goermans. He and his people regard Moses
Mendelssohn as the deliverer of the Jews from much
of their narrowness, muny of their ancient tradi-
tions, and time-honored prejudices, and thus Men-
delssohn became the. author, in the widest accep-
tance, of the reformatory movement, " The Jews,
according to Adler, huve ceased to bea national unit,
and will exist hereafter s a confederation of rell-
gious societies. ‘Tho prekent condition of Liberal
Judaism is nearly related to that of Liberal
Christianity., The old is dead; the new has not been
born. Such changes as have occurred in the consti-
tution of the Jewish religion have not brought them
in any wise nearer to Christianity.” Onthe contrary,
gince the bolief in a personal Messiah has been sur-
rendered, the hope of their conversion has become
more vague and visionary than ever, Those whom
the worship of the synagogue and the temple no
longer attracts either becomo wholly skeptical and
indifferent, or, as is often the case, transfer their
alleginnce to the new humanitarian doctrine, which
is fust agsuming the character of a religion in the
ardor it inspires and the ‘strong spiritual” union it
coments. Jor the great body of the Jews, however,
the central doctrine of Judaism remalns unshaken,
and doubtless so long as Christianity exlats, Judaism
as & distinet creed will coexist with it. As arell-
yrious socioty, they desire to remnin distinet. But
as citizens they nre eager to remove whatever dis.
tinctions still hamper their intercourse with thelr
neighbors of other creeds.
|ztLatterly muny persons have joined the gocioty who
aro not Jews, who would ordinarily be ranked as
Christians, although they are mot such in’'a theo-
)ogie sense, becavge they are not bellovers in any
Church, creed, or dogma. - ‘They are firm adherents
and vindicators of the rellgion of humanity, their
{nith being confined to practical plans and etfort in
its behalf. The membership, which is steadily in-
creasing, now numbers 700 or 800, and represents
as many nationalities and differences of opinion on
goneral subjects ns any organization in the City.

Adler has proposed divers plans for bettering the
condition of the working classes, such as coloniza.
tion, apprenticeship, and co-operation, all of which
are seusible and practical. He wholly discourages
appeals to passion and prejudice, ‘stiikes and trado
un%onx. which invuriably do more harm than good.
His measures are of a kind to enkindle hope ard in.
culcate patience. Though the reverso of an alarmist,
he sees dangor in the present condition of things—in
she concentration and glut of laborers In the’ cities,
the hostile feeling betweon lubor and capital, the
tack of intellizence on one hand and the want of
spmpathy on the other, the ahsence of recognition of
¢he humanity and manhood of the toling millions,
11c i3 opposed to the glving of money yyithout an
equivalent, This leads to pauperism, -ond ¢gau.
perism is  the worst form of destitution,
pinco it~ destroys diﬁnlty and the spirlt of
independence and self-respect. The. laboring
classes, to be truly and permanently benefited, must
7eol and seo that the more fortunate and prosperous
have their interest at heart, and are willing to help
them to help themselves. They have the right to
live, meaning tho right to work, the xight to cleanli-
ness, and the right to be private and virtuous, which,
in the crowded and poisonous tenement-houses of
the City, they can never enjov. Material reforms
»must como before moral reforms oun bo established,
1t is idle to talk of good conduct, ‘self-rostrainy, re-
grard for law and order until men are enabled to live
decontly and stand fairly and becomingly befoxo

their follows. .

The socloty? ontablished, Jun, 2, & free - Itindor-

. tho ‘Notionsl Aszembly Rooms,

avowed intent to help themselves.

P ]

West ForLy-fourt_l;-s}:_repj;, ]j:ctijveén Elghth and
Ninth avenues, forthe benefit of ehildren from 3to
G yenrs of ago, whose parents’ means -do not permit

thein to spend money tor their education. Children

who, too young to be left alone, require the constant
nttention and eare of their mothers, are received at
the kindergarten, and their mothers, thus reiieved,
can eurn money for theirsupport. The school began
with six, and now has near 70 children, who illus.
tinte the excellence of the system. -

What may ba ealjed & direct result of the soclety
and of ‘ Dr. Adler’s teachings and c¢adeavors, is ‘the
foundation of n working men's lyecum,; with the
c "It has no politi-
cnl object or significance, no spirit of, or symopathy
with, trades unions, Its aim is to so educate the
laborer that ho may understand his best inter-
est, and to enlighten public op.nioun on the mutual
and interdependent relutions between him - and soei-
ety. “There are now some .80 members, menof in-,

telligence- and charaeter, who meet Suturday, fort-

nightly, in the Bond:Sireet Bank building, corner of
Bond-street und "the Bowery. Thoy have collected
sonie BOO volumes, und it is remarkable that they
read tho ‘best of them,  histories, philoso-
phies, ‘and works of scicnee being tho most
gought. ~ ‘They lope ere long to secure able
leéturers, who shall express their views on political
economy and on such topies as immediately concern
their welfare. One of their projocts is the founda.
tion, ultimately, of a Mechanies' Institute, differing

from tlie Cooper Union and like institutions in this,

that it shall be under the direction of, and be entirely
administered by, the working men" themselves.
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